IPF Distinction’s Guidelines

NATURAL HISTORY PHOTOGRAPHY
The Natural History category recognises all branches of natural history, including zoology, botany and meteorology.
All applications for the Associate and Fellowship Distinctions will be assessed against the criteria set out in the Associate and Fellowship documents. The following criteria are in addition to, not instead of those criteria.
1. Digital manipulation by software such as Photoshop is allowed provided the Natural History integrity (authenticity) is not affected. Removal of minor distractions or blemishes is permitted. After the assessment applicants may be contacted to verify the authenticity of the original image file.
2. Submitted panels should show clear evidence of a genuine knowledge and understanding of the subject.
3. The images should accurately depict the subject.

4. The welfare of the subject must come before photography and any action by the photographer or third party that puts the welfare of the subject at risk is unacceptable and may result in the panel not being successful. 
5. In general, subjects should be free and unrestricted, in a natural habitat. Adapted habitats eg barn owl nesting in a barn are also accepted..
6. Images of captive specimens or species are generally not acceptable. It is recognised that this will not be the case in all disciplines. Should the applicant’s portfolio contain such images taken under controlled conditions, the Distinctions’ Co-ordinator should be notified in advance in advance.
7. The use of images captured by the use of focus stacking will be permissible in a Natural History application. 
8.  The applicant clearly needs to indicate with an arrow to show the right way up for the print presentation.
9. Assessment of a panel will include whether it meets the criteria set out in the applicant’s statement of intent, and whether the techniques used are appropriate and suitably controlled.

10. The standard of photography should reflect the level of distinction being sought.

Please Note

Field craft is an important element of natural history photography and it is therefore compulsory for the images in an application to wholly reflect the photographer’s own work and effort.
